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2k January 19^7 


JE-JOSMIS'UM FOR TEE RECORD 

'SUBJECT: Meeting vith ?lr • tllliaia C . Hamilton, Coventry Director, 
loos, Bureau Of Fast Anton and Pacific Affaire, Si at® 


? 25X 1 A9a 

lr The undersigned and Hr . act vith 

r . Hamilton on 23 January to d{?«cuee Department of State ini era at n 
in liioc which Bight to researciitthlo end therefore included in CRB's 
etu&y on Ibo *. 

2. Hr* Hamilton noted three interdepart;* otel stx^.iee on 
a ob vhich would wrap-up the current information or/ thinking; on 

..no subject: 


a. A review of the elix»tlon la Laot> by tux 
IRC working group headed by Hamilton. 

b. A follov-on study by the florae IRC group, 
due vltkln 30 days, which will be concerned vith 
policies for the future* 

c. A Treasury Heoarta ent study on niabi llzut' an 
fund ^rranfaments, ccsiaemcd primarily with the 
cjueetien of future U.B* balance of payment r rupport. 
to Luos. This study has a Kirch deadline end is urfer 
the direction of J-Sr. Ralph Hircohtritt (Deputy Arei-stcmt 
Secretary for International financial and Reonomic 
fttai rt ), with Mr . Curt Perrier doing most of the work. 


3* Hr. I'amllton eve jested that the direction of future 
OBB research on Iaoe could be pointed to by a critical evaluation of 
those repeats. Jo stated that a good deal that would be very useful 
to hnov vac prcbsbly not reoe:rvjhc,blc because of tlift lc.ck of Infor- 
ms tion. However, there ha 6 recently been a marked impx-ove -ert in ti e 
flow of infornotior.* St^eated arms of research that came ica-cdiatoly 
to lir. Eattilton'e mind acre; 
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a. bmt are things going cm the Ibthet Lao 
aide? low "spongy is their situation? * the 
pro po r t ion of KVA troops Increasing, indicating 
that the P.X . structure n®y b© deteriorating? 
fir. Eaailten noted that i-tui angar (BAUD) was 
now in Laos to study this subject cut probably 
would not report until this Call* 

b. Ve know virtually nothing of the future 
intentions of the C-naMnirte with respect to laoe. 
Clearly, there ie a strong relationship to the 
resolution of the war in couth Vietaam-. He sever, 
as a taininuo it is unlikely that Hanoi would give 
up its hold a& the northeast. On the other toad, 
Hanoi say look upon Laos as a trade-off for South 
Vletaaaj this view has beeo advanced by Grabs® 
Martin, our present /Usboeeadar to Thailand. The 
hey gusstic® ie, ’"hat are the • aemTniats likely 
to settle for in Laoe?" 



d. The problem of the nest generation In Laoa — 
who are the potential future leaders? ’ho» should the 
U.S, bock? ho are the lihely successors to 3ouvanna 
Whom*, the year old neutralist ’“reader, Mr. Bnailton 
called this ’a grievous void" in our infennation, arf 
said that it had been worked on in the field by State, 
but co far without such success. 


h, Mr, ZaMltcn noted that the situation in lace ie oban^ 
He pointed to the reenact lieti on between the Bight and Center, uho 
were shouti ng at each other a few yeare ago. There have been aignifi 
cent political change* in the past year, and th ce 'an be projected 
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to costume in tte m 

tlw»» tbe 'U^jt la more 8»lit than solidified, sad Haoerel fo«P- 
nalth'e position la WPt growing stronger. TJe l«8g* ^12*!^ 
meest situation In Laos goes cm (tSNrt i*, the j^earlow^ 

JJJfcUity), the greater ft* evolution of the 3eoe polltieai situate®, 
Evidence of this cen be found in the S-nr Tear 1 * ©y election. 

5. we discussed cffiK alternatives in Laotian rsssereb. 

Eriiaarily, this if a dhoic* of divMi^ «*»•»■■* fLi^iSToi*^ 8 
(1) the 19*9-66 barJ^und, and (t) i^^oU^--upiro«rct ion 
ateeific pieces of taaosm value. Fr. Handlto© felt . ' 

St piece scald be very wrtfevftri te . Ve sfeeuM, tbereruv, 

iava^lgpte this possible division and decide quickly cm s cours® 
of research action. 



pfsjety Director 
Research and Rspariw 
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